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All participants (applicant, applicant's representative, PTO personnel): 



( 1 ) John Rivell . (3) . 

(2) Mr. Anthony E, Bennett . . (4) . 

Date of Interview: 19 January 2006 , 

Type: a)^ Telephonic b)n Video Conference 

0)0 Personal (copy given to: !)□ applicant 2)0 applicant's representative] 

Exhibit shown or demonstration conducted: d)n Yes e)l3 No. 

If Yes, brief description: . 

Claim(s) discussed: Proposed amended claims i. 22. 25 and new claim 33 . 

Identification of prior art discussed: Day . 

Agreement with respect to the claims f)[3 was reached. g)l3 was not reached. h)n N/A. 



Substance of Interview including description of the general nature of what was agreed to if an agreement was 

reached, or any other comments: discussed proposed claimsl, 22, 25 and new claim 33 (see attached proposed 
claim amendments). Examiner indicated proposals appeared to oyercome refections of record. Will await formal 
response . 

(A fuller description, if necessary, and a copy of the amendments which the examiner agreed would render the claims 
allowable, if available, must be attached. Also, where no copy of the amendments that would render the claims 
allowable is available, a summary thereof must be attached.) 

THE FORMAL WRITTEN REPLY TO THE LAST OFFICE ACTION MUST INCLUDE THE SUBSTANCE OF THE 
INTERVIEW. (See MPEP Section 713.04). If a reply to the last Office action has already been filed, APPLICANT IS 
GIVEN A NON-EXTENDABLE PERIOD OF THE LONGER OF ONE MONTH OR THIRTY DAYS FROM THIS 
INTERVIEW DATE, OR THE MAILING DATE OF THIS INTERVIEW SUMMARY FORM, WHICHEVER IS LATER, TO 
FILE A STATEMENT OF THE SUBSTANCE OF THE INTERVIEW. See Summary of Record of Interview 
requirements on reverse side or on attached sheet. 




Examiner Note: You must sign this form unless it is aa 

Attachment to a signed Office action. Examiner's signature, if required 
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Summary of Record of Interview Requirements 



Manual of Patent Examining Procedure (MPEP), Section 713.04, Substance of Interview IVlust be Made of Record 

A complete written statement as to the substance of any face-to-face, video conference, or telephone interview with regard to an application must be made of record in the 
application whether or not an agreement with the examiner was reached at the interview. 

Title 37 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) § 1.133 Interviews 
Paragraph (b) 

In every instance where reconsideration is requested in view of an interview with an examiner, a complete written statement of the reasons presented at the interview as 
warranting favorable action must be filed by the applicant An inten/iew does not remove the necessity for reply to Office action as specified in §§ 1 .1 1 1 , 1 .1 35. (35 U.S.C. 132) 

37 CFR §1 .2 Business to be transacted in writing. 
All business with the Patent or Trademari^ Office should be transacted in writing. The personal attendance of applicants or their attorneys or agents at the Patent and 
Trademark Office is unnecessary. The action of the Patent and Trademarit Office will be based exclusively on the written record in the Office. No attention will be paid to 
any alleged oral promise, stipulation, or understanding in relation to which there is disagreement or doubt. 



The action of the Patent and Tradennark Office cannot be based exclusively on the written record in the Office if that record is itself 
incomplete through the failure to record the substance of interviews. 

It is the responsibility of the applicant or the attorney or agent to make the substance of an interview of record in the application file, unless 
the examiner indicates he or she will do so. It is the examiner's responsibility to see that such a record is made and to correct material inaccuracies 
which bear directly on the question of patentability. 

Examiners must complete an Interview Summary Fonn for each interview held where a matter of substance has been discussed during the 
interview by checking the appropriate boxes and filling in the blanks. Discussions regarding only procedural matters, directed solely to restriction 
requirements for which interview recordation is otherwise provided for in Section 812.01 of the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure, or pointing 
out typographical errors or unreadable script in Office actions or the like, are excluded from the interview recordation procedures below. Where the 
substance of an interview is completely recorded in an Examiners Amendment, no separate Interview Summary Record is required. 

The Interview Summary Form shall be given an appropriate Paper No., placed in the right hand portion of the file, and listed on the 
"Contents" section of the file wrapper. In a personal interview, a duplicate of the Form is given to the applicant (or attorney or agent) at the 
conclusion of the interview. In the case of a telephone or video-conference interview, the copy is mailed to the applicant's correspondence address 
either with or prior to the next official communication. If additional correspondence from the examiner is not likely before an allowance or if other 
circumstances dictate, the Form should be mailed promptly after the interview rather than with the next official communication. 

The Form provides for recordation of the following infonnation: 

- Application Number (Series Code and Serial Number) 

- Name of applicant 

- Name of examiner 

- Date of interview 

- Type of interview (telephonic, video-conference, or personal) 

- Name of participant(s) (applicant, attorney or agent, examiner, other PTO personnel, etc.) 

- An indication whether or not an exhibit was shown or a demonstration conducted 

- An Identification of the specific prior art discussed 

- An indication whether an agreement was reached'and if so, a description of the general nature of the agreement (may be by 
attachment of a copy of amendments or claims agreed as being allowable). Note: Agreement as to allowability is tentative and does 
not restrict further action by the examiner to the contrary. 

- The signature of the examiner who conducted the interview (if Form is not an attachment to a signed Office action) 

It is desirable that the examiner orally remind the applicant of his or her obligation to record the substance of the interview of each case. It 
should be noted, however, that the Interview Summary Form will not normally be considered a complete and proper recordation of the interview 
unless it includes, or is supplemented by the applicant or the examiner to include, all of the applicable items required below concerning the 
substance of the Interview. 

A complete and proper recordation of the substance of any interview should include at least the following applicable items: 

1) A brief description of the nature of any exhibit shown or any demonstration conducted, 

2) an identification of the claims discussed, 

3) an identification of the specific prior art discussed, 

4) an identification of the principal proposed amendments of a substantive nature discussed, unless these are already described on the 
Interview Summary Form completed by the Examiner, 

5) a brief identification of the general thrust of the principal arguments presented to the examiner, 

(The identification of arguments need not be lengthy or elaborate. A verbatim or highly detailed description of the arguments is not 
required. The identification of the arguments is sufficient if the general nature or thrust of the principal arguments made to the 
examiner can be understood in the context of the application file. Of course, the applicant may desire to emphasize and fully 
describe those arguments which he or she feels were or might be persuasive to the examiner.) 

6) a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed, and 

7) if appropriate, the general results or outcome of the Interview unless already described In the Interview Summary Form completed by 
the examiner. 

Examiners are expected to carefully review the applicant's record of the substance of an interview. If the record is not complete and 
accurate, the examiner will give the applicant an extendable one month time period to correct the record. 

Exam in o r lu Check Tor Accuracy 



^^-■^trfhe claims are allowable for other reasons of record, the examiner should send a letter setting forth the examiner's version of the n 
st^ment attributed to him or her. If the record is complete and accurate, the examiner should place the indication, "Interview Record OK" on the 
paper recording the substance of the interview along with the date and the examiner's initials. ^ 
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PATENT 

IN TIIR UNITED STATKS f ATFNT AND TR ArtPMARK OFFICE 
Applic.ant(5) Boerljeeial. Examiner John Rivcll 

Serial No.: 10/628.873 Group Art Unil: 3753 

ConfimiationNo: 3811 D'^cket: 163-43 

Filed: July 28. 2003 Haled: January lU. 2006 

For: FJ.Ul D POWER VALV E AND 

VISUAL INDICATOR 



Proposed <:iaims For D iscussion 

Dear Examiner Rivell: 

Plisase find below several proposed claims In prepjiraiion for our 2:00 p.m. telephone 
intei"view today. 

1 . (Currently amended) A modular :Eluid valve assembly comprisiiig: 

a valve, lor controlling lluid How from an inlet port and an outlet port; 

a control assembly, said control assembly sepaffttety Lemoval;>U connected to said va 

to selectively activate said valvo; 
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assenir 



a visual iiKlicaiorT«vkJ-w«tttrf4m««at&^*eme cleclronically coniiecied to said control 
ibly Ibc inilicating the activation of said valve, said visual indicator including a lieht source 
Ibr emitting light when said valve is actuated; and a light pipe disposed adjaceni to said light 
source m innilitaie viewinti oflhe aetiv; .iior. of said liaht source, said light pipe being removably 
attached to said control assembly inde pendent or s ^iH valve, wherem the valve is removable IV^ m 
ihe control tusse m hiv indL^oendent of sa id litfhi p ipe whe roln »o i d l ight pi^e-faeilitttloB viowing ef 
the-H<»ti vati.on of ntHtd-i-ighirSotH'&e. 

22. (CuiTenily Amended) A visual indicator for use with a valve manifold comprising: 
a light source for showing activation of a valve; 

a light pipe having a first end positioned adjacent the light souree and a second opposite 
display position; 

a holder adapted to be attached to said manifold ^aid holder removably se<?urinK sai d 
liohf pipH ^ apafaLfl from the valve to oemii t the liaht nine and valve; lo be rempved from the 
manifold independent of each-QtherHtHd 

sftii44ighH^fpe-bemgH=©m©vf^^ 
wi+hw'i+Wbe-use-ef-t&ots, 

25. (Currently amended) A modular fluid valve assembly comprising: 

a manifold having a longitudinal axis and including a first valve mounting station and a 
second valve mouniing station positioned adjacent each other along the longitudinal axis of said 
manifold, said manifold having a longitudinally extending slot positioned adjaceni said valve 
mouniing stations/ and a control assembly cavity located in an interior portion of said manifold; 
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a Firsi valve being selectively attached to said first valve mounting station; a second valve 
being selectively attached to said second valve mounring station; 

a control assembly electronically connected to said first valve and said second valve to 
selectively activate said valves, said control assembly positioned in said control assembly cavity 
in said manifold; 

a lirsl visual indicator electronically connected to said control assembly for indicating the 
activation said first valve and a second visual indicator electronically connected to said control 
assembly for indicating the activation of said second valve, said first visual indicator including a 
tlrst light source for emitting light when said first valve is activated imd said second visual 
indicator including a second light source For emitting light when said second valve is activated; 

a first light pipe disposed adjacent said first light source and a second light fiipe disposed 
adjacent said second light source for displaying said light emitted from said fust light source and 

said second light source; and 

a first light pipe holder located adiaceni mnnntinu station and a second 

light pipe h^iH..- lnr.«tn.t nd jacent to said s( ^^r^A valve mountinu station adapted for allowing 
selectively removable insertion of said first light pipe and said second light pipe, said first light 
pipe holder and said second light pipe holder « bemii positioned in said slot in said manifold t« 
feffH-afl-ift togral po r-t-i on of Buid -HWtH-feld. 

33. (New) A modular fluid valve assembly comprising: 

a valve, for controlling fluid How from an inlet port and an outlet port; 

a control assembly, said control assembly separately connected to said valve to 

selectively activate said valve; 
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u Visual indicaioi:. said visual indicator being electronically connected to said control 
assembly for indicating the activation of said valve, said visual indicator including a light source 
For emitting light when said valve is actuated; 

a light pipe disposed adjacent to said light source, said light pipe being removably 
attached to said control assembly, wherein said light pipe facilitates viewing of the activation of 
said light source; and 

said light pipe being held i.i place by a light pipe holder positioned adjacent said valve, 
said light pipe holder incUiding a first wall an oppositely positioned and substantially parallel 
second wuU and a third wall, said third wall being substantially perpendicular to said first wall, 
said third wall connecting said first wall and said second wall; a fourth w«ll, said Iburih wall 
positioned opposite and substantially parallel to said third wall; a fifth wall positioned 
subsiaiitially parallel ami in closer proximity to said third wall than to said fourth wall; and a 
light pipe receiving aperture, said light pipe receiving aperture comprised of said first wall, 
second wall, third wall and fifth wall. 



HOFFMANN & BAllON, U1.P 
6900 Jericho Turnpike 
Syosset, New York 11791, 
(516) 822-3550 
AEB:sbs 



Respectfully submitted. 





Anthoi^yli. Bennett 
Registration No.; 40,910 
Attorney for Applicanl(s) 
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